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Prologue

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Weerapong Paesuwan
President of the National Innovation Committee

The National Innovation Agency of Thailand (NTA) plays a crucial role in encouraging innovation in households,
schools, workplaces and districts. The agency supports innovators’ activity by connecting them with one another

and building infrastructure that collectively fosters creativity.

“Innovation districts” are NIA-designated areas where innovators and their workspaces are clustered. In these
areas, locals work with innovators to create spaces that attract tech entrepreneurs. They also use innovation
to improve life quality, enhance the environment and drive economic growth. To realize these goals, a district
must have three types of assets: physical assets, economic assets, and networking assets. At the same time,
each district needs to find its own creative identity, while handling the practical demand and supply sides

of innovation.

NIA has an ongoing project to set up innovation districts across Thailand. To raise awareness of this, NIA
collaborated with the Royal Photographic Society of Thailand to organize the “Innovation Thailand Photo
Contest” under the theme “One Shot Knockout: Innovation District”. Held from June-September 2018, the
contest brought together amateur and professional photographers to explore the NIA’s seven targeted
innovation districts. Three of these are in Bangkok: Yothi Medical Innovation District (YMID), Pathumwan
Trade and Cultural Innovation District, and Rattanakosin Old Town Innovation District. The other four are in
Chiang Mai, Phuket, Khon Kaen and Chon Buri’s Pattaya. Each of these shows off the various possibilities of

designing areas with innovation in mind.

The photo contest is an opportunity for photographers to showcase what innovation actually looks like. Each
of the chosen shots capture the spirit and philosophy of each featured innovation district. All of the winning
pictures are collected here in this book, representing the potential and diversity of innovation in all its forms,
and the challenges that it may help solve. We hope that these pictures will inspire readers to prosper new

ideas and take part in using innovation to move Thailand forward.
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pgeUATAR...
Good Morning.

1 Tuilaauduszyunou 9 Tuati
It is. You have a meeting at 9 A.M.
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“WHMAITD?”
“Is it morning yet?”
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“Traffic must be really bad out there.”

Wauiidsaunni1 10 aueAul
ARUAITDLLABILT LN YL UAUL

Over 10 million vehicles are registered in this city.
Indeed, you should avoid driving if you can.

(1]
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The first sky train is about to leave.
You should leave your room now.

“BiaIg BIIFIAUGL”
“I know. I'm rushing.”




“ALRULLELSH WA UTE”
“The train is really packed with people.”

NN 31N5 8.2 auan?
DUNUNLNEN 1,569 ;15197 latumst!
ADILALALINNUNEDUAL

Over 8.2 million people reside in this small city,[z]
covering only 1,569 square kilometres.*’
So you should expect to see a lot of people out and about.

UIURAT g

City of Innovation
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“I'm well aware of that, ‘'SARA.’
The streets with their morning traffic jam.
Dense crowds during rush hours.
For many people, this city is unlivable.

But [ don’t think so.”
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“Guiotlinalulagdo 1418 11UaZAINUIALIE
INS1Ed50a08N FI61SITUYDINLDITILGL”

“This city is fitted with all the technology that you need
to lead a convenient lifestyle. Because of the sky train,
I can move smoothly through the city.”

WINUAS 1]



“WaDAUNTHANTOYULTIFLDT
seelen v i lsdoo15inon610 (17
“Once people learn how to manufacture their own cars,

they will have the freedom to travel anywhere.
Distance will no longer be an obstacle.”
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“UioszULANETINAI9NARAL T
WUDIAISATUU TUEINGIaH AN

“After the electric-powered elevator was invented,
I could assume my home in a skyscraper.”




“CIYINAVTZUYTAINGTUATINL
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“Advanced engineering
helps give my house a futuristic look.”
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“UATLDUNDSIIR 15718
HDISUSY1IATS
aasioAuAuonsnlanls”

“Wireless internet is available everywhere.
I can access information

and contact people across the globe.”
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AIDLATAMIUTIDINGNAT
lidunaunauule?

Hey, you have a dinner invitation email from a customer.
How do you want me to reply back?

UIBUAS

“Cloupnag”
“Say yes.”
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“And because someone invented ‘SARA’,

my life here in the city is a lot easier.”
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“DYiIIuyove olueinulonatuidoy
WUAYTIULIBNTIA 133417

“My office is located in the central district.
It’s a hub for successful innovators.”
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“Recently, we’ve launched a phone application
for collectors seeking quality artwork.”
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“My friend has made a hotel booking website
to cater to urban nature lovers.”



“USHNYI I WEILITEULNEIASUAAUAL
ATUIUAT AN WA TIVEH DU

“A nearby firm has developed wind forecasting software.
It’s more accurate than any other comparable products.”
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LAUNA IV [ LUBTD NS5 EFID5D5 1
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“Eco-friendly electric cars are being piloted at a nearby university.

It makes me even more motivated
to come up with more innovative ideas.”
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“arss D lsyitioe”
“SARA, Can I ask you something?”

dupztn i ls1g?
How can I help you?

“TUIUDEWRIUI ISP ViTuI5T DA

AAnIlu?”
“What do you think about me
developing an even faster self-driving car?”




“W LA EUINTUTINTUAILAUTANAA 111
ogNlAsoeAnAL lA15InT1AU
A ludiovilsiovoenn leiiiuie”

“I heard that some innovators have a similar idea.
It’s only a matter of who succeeds at it first.
The residents here will certainly want it.”



suldnwumnusioynissa léauiung
I'm afraid that no one will need it here.

i1l gyl ? uimnssua i wunill

uAIAUNIGDUNSD 577
“How could that be!? It’s a super advanced technology!
What do they want then?”
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JUAULDDUNAUNU LSV T DY A
AUDIUIUNTID U TAIUNITUA

[ searched up their social media chats
and data.
Some of them want stable jobs.

28 UInNUAS
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UMWY FHTNTI?

DUNVTNESAUSIAARDIBAINGTH
luyuBsUNEDUDEKAIDIATNELLE

In street view pictures,
I found a campaign sign for crime reduction
in a community hidden behind some commercial buildings.
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‘UaN B I 1INME
WWulosunnngnlnasitsgmsg

On social media,
‘#Airpollution’
is the most popular hashtag.
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WiDvuoyAdNUAIDL
LNEN 6.7 NS IILURISEID AL

Green space in your city
amounts to 6.7 square meters per person.

(4]
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JUNVADISEURA R
STYNVIANM A AT USUAUNNG

I came across many complaints
concerning the lack of ramps for people with disabilities.
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None of the software can accurately measure
the damage inflicted on the local ecosystem
by urban developments.
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Witlaymasaslesunsudly

Some people are waiting
to see the traffic ease up.

ARAoEFL
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wUHUINNSTULINUNE
WELYEETTILA TaaLALD wazivla
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Despite the wealth of technology that we’ve invented,
humans are lonely, isolated and anxious.
One person dies by suicide every two hours.

(5]
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WIBATSUYDUNL [T TIEID9n 71577

“I've thought about SARA’s finding.
How could it possibly be
that my innovative idea is unwanted?”
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“D5uaue (nA9 I35
WOR VLA MBIIADEND UAR
lusiwuiiyrgvovooulaii”

“That’s right.
There’s a market not far from here.
Vendors there can’t access online markets.”




“lilnadviovayn
VAN AUDIURLIITDLALIAL
YIAYDINIUIAIUYAIA IS (ViL]”

“There’s a library nearby.

Children may have been reading the same old books.
They may not ever access any newer literature.”
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A hospital over there receives many elderly patients every day.
But its patient transfer system is falling short.”
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“UAIIAULE LN IILIVIII I AI 5L
FNNTDIAITDELSE UL YUAIAIS15EUETIA LT

“Many people spend hours commuting to work.
Public transport networks should be extended to the suburbs.”
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“SARA.”

dudztn et ls19?
How can I help you?

“Aauaovilu loide Iy uniLiDe e 77
“Can you listen to this new idea?”



“EVNLDENBI UMD LN A
1577155015154 Uua L 5131000
AaAngalur19?”

“What do you think about me developing a mini-bus service app
to transport people to suburban areas?”



AuAEMLNAULDA
That'’s interesting.

“CIINEUD T DEIDUITIIIOU
IV IBIANTTUAISASEDIIAITLINTINTNE AT
“I've come to understand

that an innovation should allow people
more access to resources.”

UIRUAT 43

City of Innovation



UIRUAS

City of Innovation

44



“DEI 1417 DL I TEINSSIITT

uvdvauooAulanaouy1”
“In the past, I made innovative products
that split society into two opposing sides”
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“The problems we face in our daily li _
are actually opportumtzes for innovation.” . “,-
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Hey, I found something interesting.
There’s a community that wants to develop cultural tourism.

“UL5I1MITNIADAAIITUNYIDUITIE 3G DN 11T
“Well, we should find a platform for them to connect with tourists.”
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Haugulnminosnsisussio weiludlona
tupaanaulumeausEngnutuia]
The younger generations want to start their own businesses.

But their efforts are being compromised
by a market dominated by a select few companies.
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“AIDEA WINSITSIIA DS ILLTD
BFuInAsd Nanidngulunain”

“If we create a collaborative environment,
small innovators will have more opportunities
to make it in the market.”

50 UINUAS

City of Innovation



Sl

UINUAS

City of Innc

vation



“UAININYIDIDAT IV IAINTTL
Aynaudlomaiud1wousIua”

“Perhaps they can create products
that people can share ownership of.”
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“arse aouwvloimeid
UDUNAIATIEINSEIVD 15817558
Ninuilimsoviiopuasuniuasau”

“SARA, listen to this idea.
How about a crime reporting app?
A tool that helps people take care of each other.”
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“SEULTIENI 1UUAN
siauozladiyounivudvila A1 iviovay”

“How about a pollution alert system?
4 Local residents will have a platform
- : > . to communicate environmental problems to the authorities.”

/s
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“USILIDIDDALIILATOILD

AV AL 2145220 (USRI T
“We should design a tool
to encourage participation in urban management.”

" 4

.......
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“CILIDEINEDULIDA I

YDIALTIDENNUFULTDITIATL”
“Let’s tap into the dreams of the people
who want to see this city become a better place.”
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“ASNTDITEID LS U YNEI U ETIIETEIL

Wavioya Yaoasnie Jausiluaises”
“We can create a city that welcomes all types of visitors.
They will have access to information, safety and privacy.”
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“GesoIN 9L I

DAUTIEIDUA1SAIUL 1D
“It’s a city that preserves lanes
for people who are in need.”
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“PUNUTIALYAInA1EDRAN AT

vi1lvigjogjoraeinIAndiloAudo”
“A place that integrates diverse identities and
makes its residents proud of their city.”
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UANLINLLAIUY
It's late now.

V4

“Casern(3ig29 Tusiaeddlowdersnnieg
“I can’t sleep. So many ideas running through my head.”

AussuAle1d 519 ?

How can I help you?

“UbsIUNTUATLDNL”
“Let’s get started.”
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Epilogue

Dr. Pun-arj Chairatana
Director of the National Innovation Agency (Public Organization)

Cities offer key insight into the possibilities of innovation.

Opportunities to create progress through innovation lie everywhere in urban life, from public services to mass
transit systems. The term innovation has become bound up with the business world, but it can also play a role
in solving urban problems such as crime, traffic and lack of public space. This begs the question: How can we

use innovation to solve these problems?

There are two approaches to innovation hinted at above. The first one is concerned with creating accessories
to urbanites’ lifestyles. This is what spurs start-ups and pushes private firms to invest in the area. The second
type of innovation, however, focuses on solving problems that affect urban populations more broadly. The

solutions are geared towards the overall betterment of society -- not only the economy.

We want to see a balance between these two approaches to innovation. Alongside improving life quality overall,
innovation should be integrated into urban development and problem-solving. This is how innovation can help

make cities better places.

To create this balance, we must encourage the “democratization of innovation”. This means recruiting people
in inventing new tools and services to improve their livelihoods and solve problems in everyday life. This also
involves engaging locals in community management instead of only relying on state authorities to solve problems.
The democratization of innovation will encourage people to help one another and live in peaceful co-existence.

Cities lend themselves to these democratic experiments, serving as playgrounds for change makers.

NIA has created a plan to spread innovation through the creation of "innovation districts” in Thailand.
Researchers have helped the chosen communities conduct evaluations on physical, economic and networking
assets required for the successful creation of innovation districts. We prioritize networking assets or, in other
words, human resources. When people and their networks are empowered, the other assets tend to develop
naturally in the following stages. We have further organized public hearings for locals in the given areas to

exchange ideas and co-design solutions in the name of innovation.

We believe that anyone can be an innovator, and that we must work together to create more liveable cities.

After all, they are the future for all of us.

UIBUA

City of Innovation
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanil 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Phuket)

SIIABULLAR
WanuMW: WsFSsEY dudysny

SI9IASDIBULLAA DUAD 1 SWIASDIBULLAA DUAD 2
Wehenw: wadui o1wn Wananw: wea AT WusIA
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Phuket)

$197ABULLE $I9IABULBE SIIABULLE
WoneW: weAsTuS Tuaws WenanW: wesunU Gwim Wanamw: weUyd winy

IMIABULLE INMNABULLE
Wenaw: WsRealiss Mamswena Wenanw: WeyEna guiuANA

ADUZNSSUMISHATUNISUSENMIAMWNABUIRNSSY Uszonil 2561

1. WETEUNIE Fslsoitlszand
NssUMSUSIMNsaNANaEMWIAIUsEmnA Ing TunssususigUaus

2. ueD6A Funinde
NssSUNISLSINsALANa B WLATUssma g TunssususLaus

3. LBYUDS Wi
nssuNsyatifaviasunIsaaMnw

4. wenuy ey
WIANSAILASTUUINNSSU AUNNULINNSTURIIBA (DIANITUVNBL)

5. wnawands Nilosoy
andwlasuns dAdnguuInnNssULAIBIA (D9ANIsUUNLL)

UINUAS
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanill 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Yothi)

SIIABULLAA
WEnaMW: WenBsIng WwaunnEsy

SI9IASDIBULLAR DUAD 1 SITATDIBULLAR DU 2
WENENW: EFNOY]) ASTaIsNIA Wansaw: wedesu Ilspilana
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Yothi)

SIIIABULEY SIIABULLE SIIIABULEY

WO WIBBINA FSUUING WO UYASHNS 9509 HENEMN: WANFIUUN AU

SIIABULBY
Henaaw: ueause duy

L
SIIABULBY
inenw: wwaNsaia Ussuiumsiys

ADUZNSSUMISHATUNISUSENMIAMWNABUIRNSSY Uszonil 2561

1. weaudsil Seifng
nssUNsUSINsAINANiaMuuivlsznalne Tunszususigldius

2. NUWIHANA GG
nssUMSUEINsANAUmMaMwuislsanalng TuwssususiyUausd

3. UNIANMDIDUNS B3I IUAY
NssUMSUSMNsaANaEMWIAIUsEmnA Ing TunssususigUaus

4. wanuy seNTy
WIANSAILASUUINNSSU AUNNULINNSSURAIIBA (DIANITUVNBLU)

5. wnawanis Wilosoy
andwlasuns AdnguuinnssuLiIBIA (D9AnIsUUBL)

City

UINUAS

of Innovation
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanil 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Khon Kaen)

SIIABULLAA
Wenan: wg Il Asimudsea

SIATDIBULLAF DUAD 1 S9TATDIBULLAR UMD 2
WENEN: WEENSNIE STy Wenunw: wesan Wusans
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Khon Kaen)

SIIABULLE SIIABULLEY SIIABULLEY
WO UEDAAS AUy aa WA WEEIABIY WSUNSIBAS Wanean: waladng wouyay

$197ABULBE $I9IABULLBE
WenaW: WeFSEY Sudy B Wenanw: wedssaus Krenisu

ADIZNSSUNISHATUNSUTENIANMNANHUIRNGSU Uszonil 2561

L. wge NEnds
wgnaALIAUAEMNLAIUSENA TN TunssususIL U

2. 1eD6A FHunlnde
NssSUNISLSINSALNANa B WLATUssma g Tunssusus1Laus

3. WEIssaUNYY Fslsoutlszdny
NsSUMISUEINSAALaILMWLKIUSENA TNE TunssususIEU U

4. wenuy ey
WIANSAILASUUINNSSU AUNNULINNSSURIIBA (DIANITUVNBLU)

5. WYBIYSIA YsAnsENa
WSIUADAIUSHYN UDURALWILILTDY IR
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanil 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Rattanakosin)

SIIATDIBULLAF DUAD 1 SITATDIBULLAR UM 2
WenuMw: wsuns 1grnilsena WO LNLASWIF LULASUFS
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Rattanakosin)
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1. u1guDs WD
nssuNsyatifaviasunIsaIuMnw

2. AEURIIAT AUGINIA
nssUMISLENsaIANmEAWLATUsEmA Iy TunssususgUaus

3. wenssauwd aslsoiilsedny
NssUMSUSIMNsaANauMnIAIUsEmnA Ing TunssususigUaus

4. wenuy sy
WIANSAILASUUINNSSU AUNNULINNSSURIIBA (DIANITUVNBLU)

5. wnawands Wllasoy
andwlasuns AdnuuInNSSULAIBIA (D9ANISUUNLL)
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanill 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Pattaya)

SWIABULLAR
WENEMN: WIELADAN A9

SI9IASDIBULLAA DUAD 1 SIIVATDIBULLAF DUAD 2
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Pattaya)
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L. e NENSs
wgnaALIAUAEMNLAIUSENA TN TunssususIL U

2. 1NYUDs Wi
nssuNsyatifaviasunIsanamw

3. AUDWIAT AMUANIA
nssUMSUSMsanAauMnWigUszna Ing TunssususigUaus

4. wanuy ety
WoAMSAILASULIRNGSU AUNNUUTRNSSUWAIBIH (D9ANSUULL)

5. wawainiio Wliosou
angwlpsunis d@dnuLInNSSULKIEIE (D9ANSUYNEL)
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanil 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Pathumwan)

i+

f

i Ny T, o = =¥
TRy | 1 {
® | B | & |
£ TRLAREAL | E.H_H.:_-'i* e
8 : |
I 1 I
\ |

T Fad e

SIIABULLAR
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Pathumwan)
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1. u1guDs WD
nssuNsyatifaviasunIsaIuMnw

2. AEURIIAT AUGINIA
nssUMISLENsaIANmEAWLATUsEmA Iy TunssususgUaus

3. Aauyug by Tsadgausay
NBnEARAUANAFUNANIIBANLIAILSENE Iy Tunssusus1sUaus

4. wenuy SNy
WIANSAILASUUINNSSU AUNNULINNSSURIIBA (DIANITUVNBLU)

5. 599MaAnNT19158 A5 WUR HDUM
MUNAIAIBINSNLHUMALAZIDY AzaaUALNSSUAARNS DWIAINTAILUNTINENAY
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ASUszNInNIWANAUINNSSH Uszanil 2561
Innovation Thailand Photo Contest 2018

One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Chiang Mai)

SI9IABULAA
RHanuMW: UIBAINNS DNBSUE

SI9IASDIBULLAA DUAD 1 SIIVATDIBULLAF DUAD 2
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One Shot Knockout: Innovation District
(Chiang Mai)
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L. e NENSs
wgnaAuIAUAEMNLAIUsENA TN TunssususIL U

2. 1NUDs Wi
nssuNsyatifaviasunisanamnw

3. AUDWIAT AMUANIA
nssUMSUMsaAauMnWLiIUszna Ing TunssususigUausd

4. wanuy ety
WoAMSAILASULIRNGSU AUNNUUTRNSSULUAIBIH (D9ANSUULL)

5. wawaniio Wlosou
andwlpsunis A nULINNSSULKIEIE (DIANSUYNEL)
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Joyaddy
U SruuenunvusynUssnndamadoulionngamnunuas o Jufl 30 wengu 2562, NSUNISULAIMNILIN
Total number of vehicles registered in Bangkok, April 30, 2019, Department of Land Transport.
Funudszns U ToUTIE)TINAUTIUYSIINS LAY TUNFIMNLMLAS, NFINNLULAS

Estimated population in Bangkok, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

ﬁuﬁw&m‘gamwmmmm, nguumwuvinums / Total area of Bangkok, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.
Spsauiufifiinsotsssnsuioaulungommunuas 1 2561, NFMWUMNUAS

Green space per capita in Bangkok (2018), Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.
affiauzdsmedisalulsanalny 0 2561, NSUFUNMNIE NSENTWASISEUAY

Estimated number of people died from suicide in 2018, Department of Mental Health.
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